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“Ne’er cast a clout, till May be out”

That well known phrase is often quoted at this time of year and always
raises that age old discussion about what May are we talking about. Is
it the month of the year, or the blossom on the trees? The Blossom is
the Hawthorn tree of which there is a lot, one of the commonest trees
in England. But that, I would say comes out too early to satisfy the
proverb. We often get another cold spell or even frost after the flowers
are out.

So, I would go with the month version. There is another phrase which I like and
definitely refers to the month.

“Button to chin, till May be in,
Cast not a clout till May be out”

I love finding the origins of phrases and how they have been altered over the centuries.
There is another which is interesting and is again about the hawthorn

The hawthorn has long been a potent symbol of rebirth and appears as May, in other old
rhymes; for example, ‘Here we go gathering nuts in May’. But that is probably a corruption
of ‘Here we go gathering knots of May [blossom]’. After all, there are no nuts to collect in
England until Autumn and certainly not in May.

But it is not just the hawthorn which has been blooming. The whole countryside has
erupted in its annual show. Flowers and leaves coming out everywhere and early too. The
birds are all nesting and chicks are already starting to leave the nest. Let’s hope this summer
is a good one. 

Mind you, it does mean that you can no longer put off all those jobs you have been
delaying because you said you’d “wait till the weather improves”! Like painting those
windows and repairing the fence.

Other matters now. Last month, one of Bottisham’s best known residents passed away.
Following not long after his brother Albert, Ed Rank who died at the fair age of 93, was a
great supporter of all things Bottisham. From the Village College to the Church , the
Bowling Club and the Royal British Legion, Ed will be missed. 

I along with a large gathering attended the funeral service at the Church and there was
not a spare seat to be had. You can read about Ed in two items in this month’s magazine.
There is an item from the family and a letter from Nick Martin on page 15.

Also in this month are details of the many activities that are going on, with reports from
many of the village organisations. As I often say, we are spoilt for choice for activities in
this village.

Tony Jolley completes his two part article about the history of play areas in the village
and Gerry Daish expands on his sporting knowledge with an interesting bit of research on
the sport of ‘Camping’ which Tony referred to last month. Interesting to read about what
may well have been the forerunner of the game of football that we know today.

With another two bank holidays this month, there is lots of opportunity for relaxing and
enjoying what will hopefully be a good month of weather.

So give the old BBQ a good wire brushing and have a good month.
PW
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Based in Bottisham Primary School grounds,
we offer lots of fun & structured play with 
caring qualified staff in a safe environment.

Playgroup for 2½ years onwards
Sessions run on a Monday,Tuesday,Thursday and
Friday morning, 9am – 12noon and afternoons
12.15 – 3.15pm depending on demand. £8.00 per session.

Pre-playgroup for 2 to 2½ years
Creative play sessions for 2 to 2½ year olds with 
their mums, dads or childminders every Wednesday
morning 9.15 – 11.15am.  £6.50 per session

Places now available, please call 01223 813226 for more information!
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The Royal British Legion Social Club

The Royal British Legion, Bottisham & District Branch,
31 Downing Close, Bottisham, Cambridge CB25 9BA

Tel. 01223 812063  www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham
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Action Plan for 2014/15
The Patients’ Group (PG) Committee met on 27th March and approved an action plan which

the Practice will take forward following the results of the General Practice Assessment
Questionnaire (GPAQ) survey last January. For yet another year, we appreciate the very high
standards of care that the staff at Bottisham Medical Practice provide and the consequent high
levels of satisfaction shown by patients in the survey, particularly in the current context of reduced
funding and increased demand for Primary Care. The two areas for concern focussed on the
appointments system with the access it gives to doctors and nurses, and patients’ need for more
health advice and information. The following five points attempt to address these concerns as well
as others which should improve the services available to patients.

1. Increase patients’ awareness of the Practice’s services, systems and processes 
Comments made in the survey showed that not all patients are aware of all the services

provided by the Practice and clarification is needed to give them a better understanding of
Primary Care and its limitations. The PG will continue to work with the Practice to disseminate
information through articles and events which benefit the full range of patients.

2. Review current appointments system, clinics and opening times 
While the Practice has employed an additional GP and provides above the national average

of 100 appointments per 1000 patients, better methods of managing demand will be considered,
e.g. telephone triage, where a doctor is available to give advice on the phone or see a patient with
urgent need, and/or shift working. A nurse is currently training to provide the possibility of a
Minor Ailments service. However, a further decrease in funding this year means that the Practice
cannot consider extending opening times.

3. Improve the monthly repeat prescription and electronic prescription services 
The Practice currently dispenses around 10,000 prescriptions each month. Improvements to

these services are currently being investigated and it is hoped that it will be possible for patients
who wish it to have their repeat prescriptions dispensed automatically for collection each month. 

4. Promote greater awareness of opportunities for self-care 
The PG will work with the Practice to encourage patients to keep themselves healthy, self-

treat minor ailments and self-manage their long-term conditions where possible. The Practice’s
website currently receives between 5000 and 8000 hits a month. The range of advice available
will be increased, including links to sites promoting health awareness, e.g. the Self Care Forum.
The range of leaflets and information available at the Practice will be reviewed and doctors and
nurses will make patients more aware of useful sources of help and advice. 

5. Increase the engagement of younger patients with the Practice 
Although the age profile of patients at the Practice remains fairly stable, a need to engage

patients aged 13-24 in health awareness is recognised. The PG will seek feedback from pupils at
Bottisham Village College about their health interests and a new page on the Practice’s website
will focus on teenage health issues.

Older People’s Programme 
The public consultation on these proposals to improve older people’s healthcare and adult

community services runs until 16th June 2014. Copies of the consultation document and
questionnaire are available online: www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk; by
phone: 01223 725304; by post from: Freepost Plus RSCR-GSGK-XSHK, Cambridgeshire
and Peterborough CCG, Lockton House,

Bottisham Patients’ Group

(Bottisham Patients’ Group continued on page 10.)
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• Drains Unblocked Fast

• Toilets, Baths and Sinks

• Guttering and Downpipes

• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys

• High Pressure Water Jetting

• Domestic and industrial

• All Work Guaranteed

Clarendon Road, Cambridge CB2 8FH; or email: engagement@cambridgeshire
andpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk. Have your say by completing the questionnaire and/or
attending the consultation meetings. The ones in Cambridge are on 12th May from 1.00-
2.30 pm at The Meadows Community Centre, St Catherine’s Road, CB4 3XJ and on 6th
June at 10.00 am–12 noon at the Central Library, Lion Yard.

Patients’ Car Service
For more years than we can remember there has been a voluntary scheme for drivers to take

patients with no means of transport to Bottisham Surgery for appointments. It is greatly
appreciated by the doctors and nurses and operates to their benefit as well as the patients who use
it. The Medical Practice does not run the scheme, and can take no responsibility for it; it has been
taken under the umbrella of the Patients’ Group so that it can continue to be managed effectively.
If you are a patient who has no means of transport let the receptionist know when you make an
appointment. If you can volunteer as a driver please contact our Secretary on
patientsgroup@outlook.com.

Walking Group
The next walks will start at 11.00 am from the surgery car park on Friday May 9th,

Thursday May 22nd and Wednesday 11th June. Our walk leader Steve Gilson will be away
after that so watch this space for future dates.

By the time you read this the PG’s AGM will have taken place and a new committee
will be running the Group. Thank you for all your interest and support for our activities
during the past year. Bottisham Patients’ Group Committee

(Bottisham Patients’ Group continued.)
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Carpentry Services

TONY MARTIN

Over 30 years experience

Any carpentry jobs

undertaken — BIG or small

Call Tony 
for a free estimate

Tel: 01223 812786

(Bottisham)

Mobile: 07767475987

Ros Wright came to speak to us about beads of prayer and their use in different cultures
throughout the world.  Telling us how they were originally made using leaves and flower
petals.  Ros brought along a rosary made of rose petals that she had made herself, together
with other prayer beads from her collection.  One of them having a cross with telescopic
hole to look through and view pictures of the Somme – very apt for this 100the year
anniversary of WWI We were then given the opportunity to make our own personal prayer
beads from the magnificent array of colourful beads Ros provided for us.  This made for an
enjoyable practical exercise over tea and biscuits. 

Our meetings usually take place on the third Thursday of each month starting at 2.30pm
in Lode Chapel. In May Wendy Lovell will be coming to speak to us about Fostering.   You
are most welcome to come along and join us.

We will be hosting the Quy and Fordham Deanery  Mothers’ Union Coffee Morning on
Tuesday 20th May, in Lode Chapel 10am to 12 noon.  Cakes, Books, Bring and Buy. You
are cordially invited to come and join us.  Proceeds for Mothers’ Union Projects.

Anglesey Group Mothers’ Union

Copy deadline for the next issue is 11 May. 

Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
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Dear Editor,

The sad passing of Edmund Rank will, for those of us who knew or were acquainted
with him, evoke some fond memories. We all know that he served this country valiantly in
its hour of need; he was one of those brave lads, who ‘trawled’ the Channel, the days before
D-Day, removing the mines which would imperil the landings. 

We are, too, cognisant of his wonderful understanding of ‘science’ - his knowledge of
lasers, the internal combustion engine - and all those puzzling things he did with boats and
bikes and cars!

He was, too, a generous man, and unstintingly contributed to good local causes, not
least our beautiful church.

He was a brave, tenacious, and resolute man, whose views one could greatly respect and
hold in high esteem.

But most of all I remember him fondly, as a kid, (nearly sixty years ago!) singing at the
annual Christmas carol service; never had there been, nor will there ever be again such a
memorable rendition of ‘We Three Kings’; Dick Rowe, Ted Rayment (with his lovely,
gravelly, bass voice ), and our Edmund, who put such pathos into ‘Myrrh is mine’, that even
today, when I hear the carols from Kings College Chapel, I can see and sense Edmund, sat
behind me in the choir-stalls. An enduring memory of a fine, memorable man. ‘Deo gratis’,
as my mum would have said!

Nick Martin

Dear Editor,

I live on Jenyn’s Close and in the last few months someone has been allowing their dog
to use the road and pavement as a toilet and NOT CLEARING it up! The road is covered
as well as the path and the pathway near the garages. When doing the school run, the
children walk in it as they don't see it. It smells awful when it's warm and looks awful. Does
it really take too much effort to clean up after your dog when it's finished its business? 

Tracey Rusk

To the Editor

ED RANk

We would like to say a big thank you to everybody who has supported us during
the final weeks of Ed’s life. These include everybody at Bottisham Surgery, the
district and community nurses, the carers that came in and helped whilst he was
still at home and everybody at the Hilton Park Care Home.

The large number of villagers, friends and colleagues that came to the
funeral reminded us of how popular and highly thought of he was the in the local
community. We have received a huge number of cards with really kind words
and we would like to thank everybody for these.

Finally we would like to thank Sue the vicar for such a lovely service of
remembrance and for everybody at the British Legion for looking after the
mourners so well afterwards. Joyce, Geoffrey, Peter and families

Copy deadline for next issue is 11 May.

Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

Email the Editor for details: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk 

MRS MARY ALDERSON
former resident of Beechwood Avenue

Mary’s daughter, Susan, telephoned to tell us that her mother had died on
Monday 24th March.

Mary was a teacher at Bottisham Primary School from 1972 for many years.
I am sure many children and their parents will remember her. She moved to East
Sussex to be near Susan and her family. Grace rayner
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WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR CARPETS 
OR UPHOLSTERY CLEANED?

HAYDEN IS LOCAL TO THE AREA,
OFFERING FREE QUOTATIONS 
AND ADVICE.

HAYDEN
THE CLEANING SPECIALIST

MErryWooD

8 LODE RD., BOTTISHAM CB25 9DJ
01223 813766 OR 07919 561665

 

HARRISONS OF BURWELL LTD
(Previously N. E. & S. Harrison)

N.C.S.
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT

● BIRDS NESTS REMOVED

● OIL&GAS BOILERS

● SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED

● SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING

● INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS

● FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED

● BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED

● GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED

● GENERAL PLUMBING WORK

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL 

07824 727277 or 01638 662760
EMAIL

NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK
WEBSITE

www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk 

*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount
Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks

VERY CLEAN • Public liability insurance
- Competitive rates -

OvenPad
Cleaning Services

I will professionally & efficiently

clean ovens, ranges, Agas, 

ceramic hobs, extractors,

microwaves and BBQs.

It’s a dirty job, why

not give me a call?

Contact Paddy Kelly on

Tel: 01638 742703

Mob: 07752 631343

Email: info@ovenpad.com

Website: www.ovenpad.com
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After two years, Cambridgeshire Fire and
Rescue Service Community Champions scheme has
been acknowledged as a success by CFRS, but
continues to need volunteers in other villages to
improve our cover to help all communities stay fire safe.

The Champions promote fire safety in their communities by attending local events to spread
the word, talk to local groups and organisations and, importantly, also refer vulnerable people to
CFRS for home fire safety visits.

Following on from last month’s reminder on electrical safety and appropriate fuses, a few
words of advice on safety in the kitchen – where over half of all home fires start. A large
proportion of these are caused by appliances. Regularly maintain dishwashers, washing machines
and driers – and never leave them on when you go out. Keep all flammable items, such as
dishcloths, tea towels and utensils away from hobs. How many of us have melted, deformed or
burnt utensil handles ? Deep fat friers are safer than chip pans, but do not over fill or over heat
them – smoke is a warning and you know what can follow !

Distraction is the biggest cause of kitchen fires – children, telephones, the TV and now the
internet can all divert attention away from the kitchen.

No more “OMGs – I forgot the ****** “. Don’t cook when tired or under the influence !
Please do make sure that fire safety continues to stay at the forefront of your mind throughout

May, and always – and don’t forget to test your smoke alarms, and the smoke alarms of the
vulnerable and elderly in your neighbourhood. Michael White

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service
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IN STITCHES
A NEW GroUP

If you love 
Knitting, Crochet, or Sewing, 

or would like to learn,
come along and join us!

Queens Court
Tuesday 6th May  

7pm – 9pm

For further details call 
Pat on 811498 

or 
Miriam 813548
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It was good to see several residents at the April meeting who had come to hear what was
happening in the village. They were able, at the start of the meeting to ask any questions
that they might have for parish councillors which is an opportunity that all residents have.

Cllr Altham and Cllr Bryant have met again with two of the village college governors.
They had previously discussed the possibility of having an area of land at the rear of the
school as provision for a play area but it was felt that the area that had been outlined was
not appropriate as the area needed to be more visible which was echoed by the police. It
was a positive meeting and talks continue.

We had also contacted the Park Estate Residents Association regarding the possibility
of having a pre-school play area provided on the dirthills area but this had been rejected and
Cllr Heider will speak with them again outlining in more detail what is required.

We have been disappointed with the response from the County Council regarding the
planned traffic calming for Bell Road and Tunbridge Lane. Application forms were filled in
over a year ago, funds secured and agreement made by the County on what was to be put
in place. A start date was initially given of October 2013 which then changed to spring
2014. After receiving no response from the person who had been dealing with the
application we found out that he had left employment with the County Council and no one
had taken over his work. After our County Councillor Mathew Shuter contacted the
Highways Department we have had a site meeting with Adam Cobb who has now made
several suggestions and alterations to the original plans which had previously been agreed.
We are particularly concerned that it had been agreed that a 30mph sign would be put at the
entrance to Bottisham as traffic came off of the A1303 and now we are being told that they
cannot do this and we have to have a 40mph sign going down to 30mph, even though this
had been endorsed by the police. County Councillor Shuter will be contacting Highways
expressing his concerns and we will also be writing to let them know how let down we have
been by the County Council. We now have no idea as to when the traffic calming may start.

Streetlighting has also been an area of concern and of many complaints. Holes have
been dug ready for posts to be installed and then just left. Communication from Balfour
Beatty has not been very forthcoming but County Councillor Shuter has been told that the
work will be completed by 13th April in time for a duathlon taking place in the village. 

Cllr Buchanan reported that a planning application will soon come in for 24 new homes
on the Crystal Structures site in Tunbridge Lane. Nearby residents have been in contact as
they have already received letters informing them of the proposed application. The planning
application will be online on the East Cambs District Council website for all to view. 

County Councillor Shuter reported that there will be a review of recycling centres and
a consultation as they are looking to reduce the number of centres and then modernise the
ones they are left with. The centre at Milton is being looked at as it is not up to modern
standards. It is aimed that all recycling centres are reachable in a 20 minute car journey. An
introduction of a £1 parking charge will be brought in at park and ride sites in May. This
charge will last for 18 hours to cover workers working shifts etc. This will cover the cost of
running the buses and site and toilets etc. which will be refurbished and opened up. There
will be a 1 hour waiting time for cars picking up people from the buses.

Please don’t forget we will be repeating the kerbside electronic recycling collection day. This
will be on May 22nd. Please look out for the poster in the Cresset and all around the village
nearer the time which explains exactly what they will collect. For larger items you can ring them
and they will come and remove them for you. 

Parish Council Notes

(Parish Council Notes continued on page 26.)
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IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SELL OR WANT TO BUY OR EVEN TO SWAP, THEN
THIS PAGE IS YOURS TO USE. Please send details of item, price and landline phone number
to the Editor at the Cresset. You can e-mail details to Cresset@Bottishampc.org.uk. Post them to
94 High St. (or put them through the letterbox). Alternatively you can telephone 811402 and leave
the details. Entries by 12th of the month for next months issue. Max 5 items.

DESCRIPTION PRICE TEL
Bristan Artisan thermostatic pillar mounted bath shower mixer  £35 812852
Atlas 550 bathroom basin white £10 812852
Instincts CHI mixer bathroom basin tap (nearly new) £35 812852
Shower screen 1.4 metres x 20 cm £10 812852
2 Chainsaws. 1 petrol, 1 electric as new £150 812019
High Chair. VGC.  Only used for visiting grandchild £15 812070
Remington home foot spa. £12 812070
Compaq computer, Windows Vista Home premium 160GB, 2GB Ram, 

Dual core processor + 15” Flat screen, Keyboard & Mouse £50 811660
Radio Flyer Grow & Ride Tricycle, Red/white 2 _ - 5yrs VGC £40 811029
Argos Microwave New and unused. £20 811029
Argos 2drawer, 2 door wardrobe. Unused, still flatpack £50 811029
Wooden highchair - great condition £25 811092
Fisher Price bounce and spin sit on zebra £22 811092
My first scooter - good condition and collapsable £5 811092
Beautiful pine wardrobe with four drawers 77"x34x22   £60 811119
Daewoo electric piano, full sized keyboard, VGC.  £120 811396
Gents racing bike ‘Dawes Galaxy ‘ £25 811396
Folding Wheelchair, only used a few times.  As new £30 811396
‘REA ASSIST’ upholstered wheelchair £25 811396
Small 2 person tent. Used twice £10 811396

Sales, Wants and Swaps

BOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCILLOR VACANCY

There is currently a vacancy on the Parish Council. If you wish to apply 

or find out more information please contact: Christine Bryant, Chair – Tel: 811767 

or Claire Fullwood, Clerk – Tel: 07914 219732 (e-mail: clerk@bottishampc.org.uk)

The last collection in December generated an income of £178.64 for Parish Council which will
be put back into the village. Collections were made from 137 dwellings and it would be great to
beat that figure this time round. 

Also on this date (22nd May) is the Parish Council Annual Meeting which will be held at
7.30pm in the Poppy Room at the Royal British Legion. All residents are welcome to come and
here what Parish Council has been up to the past year and find out what is in store for 2014/2015.
We still have a vacancy on the Parish Council and this could be a good opportunity for anyone
interested to find out a little bit more about what is involved. I look forward to seeing some new
faces as well as the more regular ones on the 22nd. Claire Fullwood, Parish Clerk

We will have music for Ballroom, Latin American and popular Sequence
dancing. The cost is £10 per couple, which includes interval tea/coffee. You are
welcome to bring along your own refreshments. There is ample parking on site.
For further information please contact: Frank and Sue Hancocks, 01638 741159
or check out our website: www.letsdanceclub.org.uk
*Let’s Dance Club is a “not for profit” organisation established to provide dances for the community.

LET’S DANCE
Come and join us dancing on Saturday evenings 

in the Main Hall at Bottisham Village College.

10th May

(Parish Council Notes continued.)
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Accessing Adult 
Social Care Services

Social Care is personal and practical support to help people
live their lives by supporting them to maintain their
independence and dignity and ensuring they have choice
and control over the support they receive. Many people don’t
think about social care until they or someone they know
need support, and then find they are unsure about where to
find information or how to access the services they need. 

Adult social care customer services are the initial point of
contact for all social care enquiries. The trained staff knows
about the services available and can offer advice on who
else may be able to help. Call them on 0345 045 5202. You
can also find out more about adult social care in
Cambridgeshire on the website Your Life, Your Choice
www.yourlifeyourchoice.org.uk 

If you think you may need help with mental health issues
you should contact your GP in the first instance.
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01223 812444

CB25 9HA

At our March meeting Terry Raynor gave an interesting and informative talk about Terwins
Seeds. After learning crop inspection on a 2 week course in Cambridge, it allowed him to
inspect crops on behalf of the Ministry, he met farmers from all over the country. Later he
took a job at Mr Fothergills. In 2003 he decided to sell his own seeds to the public and he
started with vegetables then went on to herbs and flowers.  He started with one garden shed
and within a year he had three garden sheds. Now he operates from a 650 square unit in
Cockfield. He tries to stock old varieties of seeds which are sourced from two wholesalers
in Essex. He told us that 95% of seeds are grown abroad, they need a long growing season
and this country is too wet. When packaging the seeds all of the counting is done by hand.
Larger seeds keep longer than small ones. For the future the company aim to progress by
selling seeds online, attend more markets, and go to more shows.

He has written articles for magazines, talked on BBC Radio Suffolk and was
interviewed for Anglia News when they discussed the impact of the bad weather. He can be
found selling seeds on Bury market most Saturdays, he is always sure to take along his 4
bestsellers which are Boltardy beetroot, Earl Nantes carrots, White Lisbon spring onions
and Little Gem lettuce.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 27th May and Richard Ayres MBE will be talking
about ‘Snowdrops and Winter interest plants’.  Visitors are welcome to come along to the
British Legion Poppy Room at 7.30pm, further details of our programme for 2014 can be
found at www.bottishamgardeningclub.co,uk

We will be selling a large selection of plants on The Triangle on Saturday 17th May 
9am – 12 noon.

Bottisham and District Gardening Club

Copy deadline for next issue is 11 May.

Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

Email the Editor for details: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk 

B O T T I S H A M  &  D I S T R I C T  G A R D E N I N G  C L U B

PLANT SALE
Saturday, 17 May 2014
The Triangle, Bottisham

9 a.m. to 12 noon
We have a wide variety of plants for sale, including

Bedding – Perennials – Tomatoes – Lilies – Shrubs – and much more

all at best possible prices. Come and get a bargain!

CYSTIC FYBROSIS 
COFFEE AND CAKE MORNING

A big thank you to everybody who supported the Cystic Fibrosis Coffee and
Cake morning. We raised £220.I would like to give a special thank you to my
team of helpers without whom it would not have been possible. Sharon Dawes
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GCSE Maths Tutor

Ben Horwood MA

22 Woodditton Rd

Newmarket

01638 662079

07753 264135

Italian Native Speaker

Bachelor of Arts in
Interpreting and Translation

in English and French languages

Offers: 

• Language Tuitions 
• Proof-reading
• General and Technical

Translation
• Exams Preparation

From £15 per Hour

Call Daniela On:
07940 541 558

Copy deadline 

for the next issue 

is 11 May.

Please send material 

to the editor at

cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
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ALAN R. COOPER 
BSc(Hons)Pod. M.Ch.S

Podiatrist/Chiropodist• Newmarket
(Est. RC Cooper SR Ch.1934)

Routine Chiropody & Home Visits
Ingrown Toenails by Local Analgesia 

& Footwarts by Cryosurgery (freezing)
Briomechanical Assessment + Orthosis

Instruments sterilised by Autoclave

TELEPHONE 01638 662840
4 Market St., Newmarket CB8 8EE

GERMAN
LANGUAGE
COACHING

Native German Speaker
Qualified Teacher

Coaching to GCSE level

Karin Hulme 812669

Electrician
J.W.Electrical

Competitive Prices
Free Estimates
Fast Friendly

Service
Part P Approved for
Building Regulations

07804 896861
01223 574262

We have a Shakespeare quiz available in the library to celebrate the playwright's 450th
birthday. The cost is £1 per entry. Entries can be left in the library or sent to me by 30th May. 

In the past few weeks there has been a lot in the press stating that books may no longer
be sent into prisons for inmates. There is a blanket ban on all parcels introduced last year to
stop anything being smuggled in. I liked the comment from Noel "Razor" Smith who was
locked away for 32 years and served in 35 different prisons. He had found books his greatest
saviour and as he says "everyone knows most of the contraband comes in over the wall
hidden in tennis balls or dead birds". I doubt that not a lot of law abiding people knew that. 

Actually the library services in libraries are run by the local authorities on exactly the
same lines as ours. The only difference is that they have paid staff and most likely are not
as well stocked as we are thanks to your generous donations and the many books we buy
from funds.

Sylvia Overton

Bottisham Community Library 

Hilton Park Care Centre

Summer Fair
Saturday 7th June 2014 

from 2.30 - 4.30pm

Attractions include

Fair Organ / Grand Raffle / BBQ and Refreshments / Lana Handbags

Jewellery / Avon / Toni’s Ices / Phoenix Cards / Model Railway

Tombolas and Childrens’ Games

A Bouncy Castle and test your balance on the Surf Board or be a Gladiator

Copy deadline for next issue is 11 May.

Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

Email the Editor for details: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk 
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Sterling Farm, Heath Road, Swaffham Prior, CB25 0LA
Phone/Fax: 01638 745564 • Mobile: 07889 043838

e-mail: kim.sheldrick@virgin.net

Compared with many villages we do have a good bus service but, of course, like the shop,
the pharmacy and other local services we do need to 'use them or lose them'.  Paper
timetables are available in the post office and it is, of course, all on the web.  A handy guide
is that the bus 10 to Cambridge leaves the centre of the village every hour at about 5 past the
hour until 18.05 and returns from Cambridge at 25 past the hour until 15.25 and then 10
mins. later with the last bus back at 18.45.  The 11 and 12 give us an extra service but it does
mean getting to and crossing the A1303 - 22 and 52 past the hour to Cambridge and 50 and
20 to return from Cambridge until 18.50.  The latest timetable for the guided bus is March
30th - Mondays have a good market in St. Ives.  Gloomy stories in the Cambridge News
regarding '£20 million busway faults shock'.  Suffolk County Council does have a very good
range of leaflets and booklets on public transport in Suffolk.  The website is
www.suffolkonboard.com and the leaflets are available in Newmarket library.  It would be
good if Cambridge County Council could do something similar.  There is a leaflet now in the
Grand Arcade on how to access Cambridge - bike, train, bus, etc. - www.cambridgebid.co.uk
As our use of Newmarket rail station continues we have looked into a bus connection from
the centre - there is the 16 run by Suffolk Rider but only roughly every hour.  Parking is very
limited.  Useful advice on Suffolk rail travel is provided by MARPA - midAnglia Rail
Passengers Association - www.marpa.org.uk.

Spring has sprung and days out beckon - Nenta Train Tours - 01692 406152 and also the
very popular Go Whippet coastal tours - 01954 230011 - ask to be picked up from the
A1303 if that is part of the route.  OAPs travel free using their bus pass.  Days out or longer
holiday trips can be booked with National Express coaches either from our own post offices
- it works, we have just done it!  - or from Premier Travel at Drummer St.  They are
presently advertising £5 single fares in some instances - nationalexpress.com.  On a recent
trip to Northampton we discovered the smart new bus station that has opened recently.
Eurolines cover Europe and let you see the countryside.  Ferrylines are advertising their
benefits as opposed to the hassle of airports - have a short cruise with good food and
comfortable lounges.  France, Belgium, Ireland or indeed a ferry to many of the islands
around the British Isles.   Take Brittany Ferries to Cherbourg with your bike and enjoy the
French countryside - 0871 244 0744.  Or take the Eurostar to Paris, switch to the double-
decker TGV and enjoy a comfortable train ride to Spain and the Costa Brava - 2 hrs. to Paris
and 5 1/2 to the Spanish border.

Abellio Greater Anglia have a useful leaflet on their 2 for 1 offers on attractions, hotels,
etc.  Always ask for the best railway deal - there are the ' 2 together' railcards and it seems
there is a '4 for 2' also (Groupsave).  Plusbus gives you a linked bus pass to your train ticket.

Still the arguments over HS2 - now it has to be slowed down to prevent pollution; the
link to the channel tunnel has been abandoned; bring it forward to revitalise the North.
However the people in the rail industry - e.g. Stagecoach Group, Network Rail, DB
Schenker, Abellio Uk write to The Times backing the project.  A major boost is foreseen for
the British economy as Hitachi of Japan's famous bullet train is set to move to Britain
including bidding for the HS2; there is a forecast for an increase from 200 to 1800 staff in
3 years.

Crossrail continues to expand and Bombadier are bringing jobs to Derby after winning
a £1billion contract.  Crossraiil will run from Berkshire to Essex.

Rail info: 08457 48 49 50 Traveline: 0871 200 22 33  
Happy travelling! Paddy James

Public Transport Matters
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PAINTING AND

DECORATING

PROPERTY

AND GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

CALL STEVE

on
01223 812434

or
Mobile 07445 459957
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1st Bottisham Scout Group
Hiring Service

Bottisham Scout Headquarters is available for hire for 
children’s parties, dance lessons, meetings, keep-fit, 

jumble sales, drama, music practice sessions etc.

For hall hire contact Adam Paul 
adampaul@btopenworld.com • 01223 813531 •  MOB 07841 930065

We also have a trailer and a trailer tent available for hire.
For equipment hire contact Peter Terry: 812684 
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REFLEXOLOGY
F o r  H e a l t h  a n d  V i t a l i t y

Reflexology has been 
an effective treatment for:

Migraine • Back Pain • Infertility • Arthritis 
• Sleep Disorders • Hormonal Disorders (Including

PMT) • Sports Injuries • Digestive Disorders •
Relaxation • Stress Related Conditions

(exams,work,home,life) • Little people in nappies!
(BabyFlex) • Men and Women, young and old.

Jennie A Fatibene MAR MBFVEA

Tel: 01223 811045 

or 07821 611315

**Gift vouchers available**

Well, they made it, and how! The Cambridge & District Schools’ team reached the final of
the English Schoolboys U15 National Football Cup with a stunning home victory over
South London Schools, which was as impressive as it was unexpected (at least by the away
team, anyway!). Sporting no fewer than three Bottisham lads, Messrs Crisp, Fullwood &
Taylor, plus another BVC pupil, Toby ‘Biscuit’ Bicknell, the Cambs team displayed great
resilience in the early stages and grew in confidence as they took a 2-0 lead, running out
eventual 3-2 winners after a tense last few minutes where the visitors threw everything at
the stubborn home side.

The final against Liverpool is a two-legged affair and, again, the first match at
Cambridge Utd will be over by the time you read this. Regardless of what happened at the
Abbey Stadium on 24th April, this is a tremendous achievement by the Cambridge lads and
I’m sure the return leg at Goodison Park on 8th May will be the experience of a lifetime for
these courageous young men. Good luck to them!

You may remember the subject of ‘camping’ being mentioned by my esteemed
colleague, the author of Jolley Old World, in the March issue of The Cresset. Did it pique
your curiosity as much as it did mine? If so, you may be interested in what Tony and I
discovered about this strange, ancient pastime, once popular in our very own Bottisham.

Between the 16th and 19th Centuries, a Game of Camping was typically played between
teams from rival parishes on a special field set aside for the purpose – the camping-place,
camping close or camping pightle – often sited near the church as it was customary to play
games after church services. Of East Anglian origin, the game was rough, tough and
dangerous and it was recorded that a match at Diss Common in the early nineteenth century
was so brutal that nine men were killed or died of their injuries!

So, what of the rules? Well, there were goals and a ball… sound familiar? Actually there
were two goals per team, usually formed of the ‘thrown off clothes of the competitors’
(jumpers for goalposts?!) and each pair were up to 200 yards apart. Teams comprised up to
15 players a side and the ball was of cricket ball size. A neutral spectator would throw the
ball in the air to start the game and the teams would scrap for possession, the object being
to carry the ball through an opponents’ goal to score a ‘notch’ or ‘snotch’. If a player was
caught in possession of the ball, he would lose a ‘snotch’, so the challenge was to throw it
to a ‘less beleaguered friend’ when in imminent danger of being caught. The match was
won by the first team to win seven or sometimes nine snotches, which often took several
hours. The use of a larger ‘foot-ball’ changed the name of the game to ‘Kicking Camp’ and,
played with shoes on, it became ‘Savage Camp’!

But, where there’s sport, there’s controversy, and the level of violence was a particular
bone of contention. To some, camping represented ‘a combination of all athletic
excellence’, whilst, to others, it was tantamount to a mass brawl, the contest never ending
without ‘black eyes and bloody noses, broken heads or shins, and some serious mischief.’

Woodbridge based historian Edward Moor, who described Camping in his book of
“Suffolk Words and Phrases” in 1823 was most enthusiastic: “It is a most noble and manly
sport... Indeed it is very animating to see twenty or thirty youths, stripped to the skin, and
displaying the various energies that this game admits of; rushing with uplifted eye, breast
to breast, to catch the descending ball, and all, at once, running full ding to gain a point…
amid the shouting and roaring of half the population of the contiguous villages.”

However, the brutality of Camping eventually seemed to diminish its popularity and, by
the 1830s, the boxing element of the game had been banned,

Thoughts of a Sports Nut

(Sports Nut continued on page 49.)
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12 High Street Bottisham Cambridge CB25 9DA
Tel: 01223 811281 PO Tel: 01223 812863 

Shop opening: 5.30am-8pm 7 days
Post Office: 9am-5.30pm Sat 9am-12.30pm

Your All-in-One Shop
Groceries, chilled & frozen food, delicatessen, confectionery, off-licence,

haberdashery, household, healthcare, stationery and greeting cards. 
Free local delivery of grocery orders 

TV licence, Top-ups, elec/gas keys/tokens, money transfer, phone cards, congestion charges.
Newsagency with home delivery to Bottisham, Lode, Longmeadow, Quy, 
Six Mile Bottom and Swaffham Bulbeck. Dry Cleaning & Floral Service

FREE TO USE ATM MACHINE
Vehicle Licences • Personal Banking • Foreign Exchange 

Phone Cards & Mobile Top-Ups • On-line Lottery.

giving way firstly to a ‘civil game’ involving passing the ball from hand to hand, and then
to a ‘gentler’ kicking and passing game, which was to develop into ‘the beautiful game’ of
Association Football once the outlawing of hacking and handling precipitated the split of
football from the ‘Rugby Football’ code of rules. Even then, soccer (the word, by the way,
being a nickname derived from ‘Association’) was barely recognisable as the same sport
played on turf carpets by today’s over-hyped, over-paid (mainly foreign) malingerers and
drama queens in the British professional leagues, but that’s another tale for another day…

Thank you Tony for the ‘Camping’ challenge. I hope our readers enjoy this whimsical
meander into sporting history! 

TTFN Gerry Daish

(Sports Nut continued.)

JANE NEWBURY
SCHOOL OF DANCING

M O N D A Y S  
Nursery Movement — 3:00-3:30pm
Junior Ballet — 3:45-4:15pm
Junior Modern Dance — 4:15-4:45pm
Intermediate Ballet — 4:45-5:15pm
Senior Modern Dance — 5:15-5:45pm

Senior Ballet — 5:45-6:30pm
Ladies Ballet — 6:30-7:30pm
W E D N E S D A Y S
Dance Club A — 4:30-5:30pm
Dance Club B — 5:30-6:30pm
Adult Tap Class — 6:30-7:30pm

Dance classes in Swaffham Bulbeck School Hall

For further details please telephone 01223 812154

EX ROYAL BALLET
A . I . S . T. D .  ( C . B . )
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ANGLIA TREE CARE
LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

80% oF ouR WoRk IS VIA ReCoMMenDATIonS
TRee SuRGeRY & FeLLInG • HeDGe MAInTenAnCe

STuMP GRInDInG • FuLLY QuALIFIeD
FuLLY InSuReD • 24/7 SeRVICe
All work carried out to BS 3998

Free estimates Given within 7 days

Tel. 01223 424454 • InFo@AnGLIATReeCARe.Co.uk

M E M B E R
Guild of Master Craftsmen

Anglesey Abbey and Wicken Fen

We are looking for local people who love Wicken Fen to become Community Ambassadors
for the National Trust. Working with our Ranger Team you will help promote Wicken Fen
and the Vision project within your local community. The role will involve opportunities to
learn about Fen, supporting staff at off-site events, assisting the Ranger Team to monitor
your local area of the wider nature reserve and taking part in occasional work on site. To
find out more please speak or e-mail Ranger, Maddie Downes, on 01353 720274 or e-mail
Maddie.downes@nationaltrust.org.uk

In the autumn we will be developing some opportunities for reminiscence work to
support those suffering from Alzheimer’s or dementia. If you are involved in a local care
organisation and would like to be kept up to date on the project please e-mail
janet.jephcott@nationaltrust.org.uk

A weekend of fun activities is planned at Anglesey Abbey over the weekend of 10 -11
May as we take part in the National Mills Weekend, to celebrate our nations milling heritage.
A range of family orientated activities are planned in and around the mill, including
competitions to design a flour bag, bread making demonstrations and tours of the mill.

Looking further ahead, we have a host of self-led family activities planned at Anglesey
Abbey for the half –term holiday including den building, story telling, tree climbing, bird
watching and bug hunting. Activities run from Saturday 24 June – Sunday 1 June from
10.30am – 5pm (normal admission applies). On the 28 & 29 May between 2-4pm we will
be running drop in activities to help families find out how to set up their own nature club
and launching our online resource pack full of great ideas. See the Events page at
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/angleseyabbey for more details.  

At Wicken Fen, our Spring Talks @ Wicken series concludes on Wednesday 7 May, with a
talk on the Anglesey Abbey Gardens, by Head Gardener, Richard Todd. The talk (free) starts at
11.30 in the Learning Centre.  For the May half-term, we have Pond dipping & minibeast hunt
on Tuesday 27 May, Age Range 3+, timed sessions from 10.30am £2.50 per child; and
Springtime Arts & Crafts on Wednesday 28 May, 10.30am or 2pm, Age Range 3 – 10 years,
£4.75 per child. Tickets for half-term events are available from the NT Box Office on 0844 249
1895 or by following the links from the Events page at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wickenfen

If you’ve been inspired by recent reports in the press about the health benefits from
eating seven portions of fruit and veg a day – how about growing your own. We have a
number of allotments available in Lode – please call Janet Jephcott on 01223 810098 or e-
mail janet.jephcott@nationaltrust.org.uk if you fancy taking on a plot. 

Talking of healthy things – don’t forget our new regular weekly Heart Beat Health Walk
every Thursday which will explore the local countryside around Anglesey Abbey.  Leaving
the main car-park at 1.30pm, walks cover a distance of 3-4 miles and last around an hour.
Walks are free to join and dogs on leads are welcome. 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 11 May. 

Please send material to the editor at
cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
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M&P
LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN

Patios, Block Paving, Fencing,
Turfing and all Gardening needs.

References available on request.

Local tradesman • Free estimates

PLEASE CALL

01223 811144
MOB 07837 358550

An Account of Bottisham Recreation Ground – Past & Present - Part II:

In my previous article we had established that a search for land for a village Recreation
Ground was started in 1919, after the First World War, when the village declared the old
‘Camping Field’ site next to the Church no longer fit for purpose. Bottisham Recreation Ground
(BRG) was eventually founded in 1924 on land leased to the village by Mr Soames Jenyns. A
‘brick’ pavilion was built by the village for the new Recreation Ground and was presented to the
Parish Council in 1925.

Most village recreational pursuits moved to the new BRG including football and cricket. But
not the local ‘boy meets girl’ pursuits which remained firmly rooted in the proximity of the
Church Yard or ‘down Bendish’. To this day some residents in the Jenyns Close/Pound Close area
continue to dig up old cricket balls. During the period from 1925 to 1936 numerous references
are made in Parish minutes to acts of vandalism on the Recreation Ground, broken windows in
the pavilion, uprooted fencing and broken gate posts to name but a few!! And it was toward the
end of this period that Bottisham Village College (BVC) commenced construction providing both
a lower and upper school with ‘substantial’ playing fields.

Thus, in November 1936 the ‘special community relationship’ between the College and the
village began when the Cambridgeshire Education Committee (CEC) wrote to Parish Council
and asked whether children attending the College could use BRG for games Monday to Friday.
According to the Warden, Mr D W Philips, the College Playing Fields would not be ready for at
least another year or so. In the Parish Council minutes of 19 November 1936 it is recorded that
PC considered this request satisfactory and permission was granted to the College to use the
facilities of the village Recreation Ground and this arrangement continued through until 1941
even though BVC playing fields were in use by then.

The matter of the lease on BRG was discussed at a Parish Council meeting in April 1938
where a Miss Towler proposed writing to the King George V Playing Fields Trust for some
assistance in locating an alternative location in case BRG should be sold at the end of the lease
period which expired on 10 October 1943. The lease on BRG was also subject to ‘a long
discussion’ by Parish Council on 7 February 1939 but unfortunately the transcript of this
discussion cannot be found or was not actually recorded.

Then in 1941 it was the turn of BVC to reciprocate and to come to the aid of the village when
the Air Ministry requisitioned BRG to provide air crew accommodation in April 1941. In view of
the circumstances the Warden was asked if an informal arrangement could be made that would
allow the village temporary use the College Playing Fields. A ‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ must
have been reached as there is no written record of this request being granted or refused by the
Warden. But anecdotal evidence such as that from Tony Newman, who was a teenager at the time,
does help to clarify the position:

Tony’s father, Noel, was one of two Parish Council representatives on the Village College
Council – the other was a Mr JGA Paul. Tony relates to being told about discussions going on
about a new Recreation Ground. These discussions involved Mr George Edwards the Warden at
the Village College and the Parish Council. Mr Edwards was very supportive of the village
community using the College Playing Fields and an ‘understanding’ was reached with the College
in favour of the village using the College Playing Fields on a more permanent basis.

It is also important to emphasise that Tony Newman’s account (January 2014) is given
credence in whole and in part by the recollections of a number of other established long term
residents of the village.

Jolley Old World

(Jolley continued on page 55.)



Even though a temporary arrangement for the
Recreation Ground had been reached with the
College; the matter of the lease on BRG was again
raised at Parish Council in April 1943 and a letter was
sent to Mr S Jenyns asking what his intentions were
when the lease expired later that year. Alas there is no
record of a response having been received from Mr
Jenyns but having spoken to Roger Jenyns (February
2014); it seems possible that whilst the BRG was
under war time ‘requisition’ and the future of the site
was uncertain, his father considered it pointless
renewing the lease. Roger is confident however that
the land was intended to have been leased back to the
village as a Recreation Ground when the future was
more assured.

To be continued: TJ
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SPECIALISTS IN THE HOME, WORKPLACE, COMMERCIAL
AND THE FARMING COMMUNITY

Mice • Rats. Moles • Rabbits • Squirrels • Wasps • Insects 
Birds • Foxes • Deer management

HONEY BEE COLLECTION SERVICE

TEL. BURWELL 01638 741616
Free Surveys 24/7 service

www.apc-pest-control.co.uk email: arksg@live.co.uk

APC Pest Control

(Jolley continued.)

GILES BREAM PENSION FUND
Applications are invited from widows or widowers to receive a quarterly
pension from the above charity. Applicants must be of good character and
have lived in the Parish of Bottisham at least seven years. Please contact the
clerk to the trustees for an application form. 

All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence. Clerk to the trustees:
Coral Hatley, 29 Mill Road, Lode, CB25 9EN • e-mail: coralhatley@gmail.com
Tel: 01223 811457

Bottisham Recreation Ground taken over by Military
buildings and Bottisham Village College - extracted from
a Map dated c1943

Swaffham Bulbeck Summer Theatre
2014 performances of Gilbert & Sullivan’s ‘Patience’

at the ‘Theatre in a Barn’, Downing Farm, Swaffham Bulbeck on:

Wednesday 11 June 2014 at 7.30pm - £9

Thursday 12 June 2014 at 7.30pm - £9

Friday 13 June 2014 at 7.30pm - £10

Saturday 14 June 2014 at 2.30pm (matinee) - £6 and 7.30pm - £10.

Tickets available to purchase online from Ticket Source

http://sbst.ticketsource.co.uk/



1st Bottisham Scouts need you!
1st Bottisham scouts are looking for helpers to support our leaders as
they work with our young people in all areas of scouting. 

You will probably be aware that Bottisham is growing, and we are
anticipating a significant rise in the number of children wanting to
benefit from a place with 1st Bottisham. What we would like to do is to
‘be prepared’ by adding to our team of already experienced leaders. This will mean that we have
more options when the need arises.

We are looking for people with energy and enthusiasm who can offer regular help in one of
the sections (beavers, cubs or scouts). It doesn’t have to be every week; alternate weeks or once
a month would be fine. All positions are completely voluntary, and all leaders and committee
members are CRB checked due to the nature of the service we provide. The Scout Association
pays for any checks, and training is provided.

Our leaders find their role to be a very rewarding one. We have some great young people in
Bottisham, and scouting gives them a range of exciting opportunities and challenges which you
could help to provide. If you are interested in becoming a helper, please contact:
Chris Jackson-Kew (Group Scout Leader) 07500 831761 • cjk@jks-fleet.co.uk
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At a Glance

MAY
6/13/14/20/21/27/28  BRBL Line dancing
6    BBPC  Roger Human Print Trophy. Judge  Vic  Hainsworth ARPS
11 Cresset Copy Deadline
16 BBPC  Social evening.  Presentation of cups etc .
17 GC Plant stall on the triangle
17 Bowling Club Open Day
20 MU Coffee Morning
22 Parish Annual Meeting, Legion Poppy room.
22 Kerbside electrical collection
27 GC Snowdrops and winter interest plants - Richard Ayres MBE
31 BRBL Member’s pensioner evening

JUNE
3/10/11/17/18/24/25 BRBL Line dancing
7 Hilton Park Fair
17 Lode Village fete
27 Gardening Club Summer outing

GC = Bottisham & District Gardening Club meets at BRBL Poppy Restaurant at 7.30pm • BRBL
= Bottisham Royal British Legion Social Club • BBPC = Bottisham & Burwell Photographic Club
meets Tuesdays at Lode Chapel 7.30pm - Non Member £2 • W I = Meet at the BVC Lecture Room
at 7.30pm • Lib = Bottisham Community Library Assoc. • MU = Mother’s Union meet at Lode
Chapel 2.30pm Third Thursday ••• This list is intended to be a ‘quick view one liner’ with brief
details and a contact number if possible. Please let the editor have details by the 11th. e-mail:
cresset@bottishambbpc.org.uk



5958

• En-suite rooms with colour TV.

Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.

Copy deadline for the next issue is 11 May. 

Please send material to the editor at
cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Do something special… Become a Foster Carer in 2014
Cambridgeshire County Council needs more foster families to help transform lives and meet
the needs of local children and young people. Although the service has seen an increase in
enquiries they still need to encourage more people to make that call and consider fostering. 

People become Foster Carer because they want to give children and young people a
home for as long as they needed it. There are so many positive changes that a families love
and commitment can make and anyone who has a caring nature should consider fostering. 

Every child is different so we need different Foster Carers. If you have a spare room and
can offer stability, security and the positive experience of a loving family then we want to
hear from you. 

You might be: • Married, in a civil partnership, single or living with a partner • From an ethnic
background • In work, unemployed or retired

Recruiting local people will mean that children and young people can live in their own
community, continue to attend the same school and maintain contact with their family and friends.

In return we offer generous allowances including a start up package, 24 hour support and full
training. Call our freephone number on 0800 052 0078 or email fanda@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

JEFFREY D. WICK
PAINTER / DECORATOR

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES

OAP Discount

Reliable & Professional service

Phone: 01223 813762

Mobile: 07788 165676

11 Heath Road

Swaffham Bulbeck

Cambridge

CB25 0LS
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Living in a Fog.

At the time of writing we have just had three days of most unpleasant atmospheric
pollution.  Going outside there was a smell in the air, a metallic taste in the mouth and a
stinging in the eyes.  The phrase ‘Killer Smog’ was being headlined in certain newspapers.
It brought back memories for me of the ‘pea-soup’ fogs we used to have when I was a boy.
I can remember on certain occasions going out with my friends after school, armed with
torches, to the main road where we would tell the motorists crawling their way home
exactly whereabouts they were, and if they were coming off into our streets, walking in
front of them with the torches, showing them the way round the corners and setting them
on the right road.

I also remember a time, living near the Thames in Grays, Essex in the early 1960s when
we had a thick fog which never lifted for about five days.  For all that time we could hardly
see across the road, and everyone was crawling about as though half-blind.  What a fantastic
feeling it was to look out one morning and be able to see again!

At RE:NEW, in the period leading up to Easter, we were looking at some of the people
encountered by Jesus in the Gospel of John.  One of these was a beggar who had been blind
from birth.  Jesus took him to one side and did a very strange thing.  He spit on the ground
and made some mud which he smeared on the man’s eyes.  Then he told him to go and wash
it off in a certain pool in Jerusalem.  When he washed the mud from his eyes the man could
see for the first time in his life.  What must that have been like?

The Gospel uses this story to illustrate the fact that many people are spiritually blind –
unable to see clearly the truth of God in the world around them.  Jesus came to open the
eyes of people like that, and he still does it today.  John Newton, the 18th Century slave-
trader turned hymn-writer, used the words of the blind man in his best known hymn
‘Amazing Grace’:  ‘I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see.’

Many people have found those words true in their lives today.  If you are not one of
them, why not take a look? Peter Wells

RE:NEW Services in May 2014

4 May  10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture (Bottisham Primary School)

With Holy Communion

11 May  10.30am – RE:NEW Café style (at the School)

11 May   6.20pm – Traditional service. (Lode Chapel)

18 May  10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture  (at the School)

25 May 10.30am  – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture  (at the School)

25 May  6.20pm – Traditional service. With Holy Communion. (Great Wilbraham Chapel)

For more information about any of the activities of RE:NEW please contact 
Rev. Keith Morrison on C.813055 or Peter Wells on C.812388.

Email: pandawells@cheerful.com Or visit our website at  www.re-new.me.uk

RE:NEW

Copy deadline for next issue is 11 May.
Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
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ANGLESEY ABBEY, AN  INVITATION

There’s a lot going on at the Abbey,
Come visit the gardens and see
Blossom and sculpture, superb horticulture,
Wisteria draped through a tree.

There’s fun to be had at the Abbey,
Stroll through the new kitchens and see
How things were done, how kitchens were run,
Peep into the cupboards, feel free!

There’s a mill grinding corn at the Abbey,
Climb up the ladder and see.
And in case you don’t know, watch the water below
Turn the blades, grinding flour for our tea.

There’s a magical house at the Abbey,
Full of treasures and paintings to see,
Clocks, bronzes and Claude’s, and Windsor in oils,
By a boy who was only fifteen.

There’s adventure abroad at the Abbey
Come into the woodland and see,
Explore dens that tell stories, observe creepy crawlies,
And picnic, under a tree.

Angela Robinson.

SN Handyman Services
A friendly and reliable service for all 

your general home and garden maintenance. 

▶Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior) ▶Garden Maintenance ▶Tiling & Glass

Splashbacks ▶Gutters Cleared & Repaired ▶Power Washing Patios ▶Sealant

Replacement (bathroom/kitchen) ▶Curtain Poles & Blinds 

▶Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) ▶Shelf Fitting ▶Small Glazing 

▶Conservatory Cleaning ▶and more…!

Free estimates & advice given on all work

References available upon request.

P L E A S E  C A L L  

Steven Newton ▶07713 859712 ▶01223 813701
Bay Tree Cottage ▶74 High St ▶Swaffham Bulbeck

Our 2014 performances of Gilbert & Sullivan’s 

‘Patience’
will be staged at our wonderful theatre in a Barn

Downing Farm, Swaffham Bulbeck

Wednesday 11 June at 7.30pm - £9
Thursday 12 June at 7.30pm - £9
Friday 13 June at 7.30pm - £10

Saturday 14 June  at 2.30pm - £6 and 7.30pm - £10.

Our tickets available to purchase online from Ticket Source from 1 April 2014
Visit www.sbsummertheatre.com or call Business Manager, Ruth Dennis 

on 01638 508171 for more detail.
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Our March AGM meeting was a reminder to us of all that we had done and achieved in the
last year reminding us of the interesting speakers we had heard, memories of our 95th
Birthday Celebrations and ways in which we had supported village events.

Our speaker for the meeting was Sue Hotchkiss, a WI member from Burwell WI who
showed slides and told with several amusing anecdotes her story of her “African Ascent -
Climbing Kilimanjaro”. She told us it was her challenge to herself in celebration of her 50th
Birthday. The actual climb took 5 days and there was a crew of 40 for the 16 climbers with
porters who carried all their luggage, tents and food. Each day was difficult walking from 9
to 5 and in daily stages they reached 8,500ft, 12,000 ft and then the final staging point of
14,000ft at Mawenzi Tarn. Four members of the group had succumbed to various forms of
altitude sickness by this stage but the rest including Sue and her husband Nigel reached the
top. 2 girls in their early 20’s were carried up the final part by Humphrey one of the guides
(one under each arm)! They had left their base at midnight, complete with head lamps, saw
the rising sun and walked for about 10 hours over scree and snow to reach the rim of the
volcano. They were afforded wonderful views when they were at the summit at 19340ft. They
then walked back to their starting hotel for a night, (hot water comfortable beds and flushing
loos) before having a few days on safari in Tanzania. The name Kilimanjaro in the local
Chugga dialect means “hard to conquer” so Sue did extremely well. Quite an achievement
considering how flat East Anglia is and that she had major back surgery in the 1990’s!

Our walking group visited Wandlebury recently and saw the vast areas of cowslips just
coming into bloom and the Highland Cattle followed by refreshments at the Gog Magog
Farm Shop.

Our next meeting is on 20th May when Jay Williams will be coming to speak to us
about “Growing Roses in Kenya and selling them in the UK market” This will be at our
usual venue in the Lecture Room at the College at 7.30pm. New members and visitors are
always welcome.

Bottisham WIThe Rain Spot

This year’s rainfall for March was 19.6mm. On average March is the driest month of the year
borne out by only having 9 days with rain. It can be unpredictable though: The millennium
year March 2000 surprised us with 104mm while March 2011 only produced 3mm.

Terry Chapman
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BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

LIBrAry oPENING HoUrS

Monday Closed

Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm

Wednesday 10-11.30am

Thursday 3-5pm

Friday 6-8pm

Saturday 10am-12noon

Working in Partnership with the
County Library Service.

Bottisham Parish Council

CHAIR
CHRISTINE BRYANT 127 High Street 811767

PARISH COUNCILLORS
ROBERT ALTHAM Hall Farm, Lode Road 811418
STEVEN ARONSON 61 Bell Road 812823
HILDA BUCHANAN 55 Beechwood Avenue 811689
MARIA DICKSON 5 Jenyns Clos 812499
ROS HALL 18 Spring Lane 811819
MARK HEIDER 6 Rowley Garden 813524
STEVEN O’DELL 23 Downing Close 812230
JON OGBORN Woodward Drive 812631
PAUL WHITE 65 Ox Meado 813630

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
KEVIN ELLIS 20 Peacock Drive 813034
ROBERT STEVENS 51 Northfields, Lode 811643

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
MATHEW SHUTER The Old Maltings,   01638 508729

High St, Brinkley
PARISH CLERK
CLAIRE FULLWOOD 26 Peacock Drive  07914 219732
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Bottisham Website:................................................................................WWW.BOTTISHAMPC.ORG.UK
Holy Trinity Church: Revd Sue Giles...............................................................................................812726
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ............01223 211235
RE:NEW/Lode Chapel: Rev. Simon Goddard.......................................................................01223 812881
Bottisham Surgery: ..............................................................................................................................................................
Enquiries and Appointments ..............................................................................................................810030
Out of Hours only – Urgentcare Cambridge ............................................................................................111

Bottisham Library: ............................................................................................................................812354
Library hours: Monday Closed; Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm; Wednesday 10-11.30am

Thursday 3-5pm; Friday 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon
Cambridgeshire Police HQ: ...................................................................................................01480 456111
Cambridgeshire Police: ................(NON-URGENT MATTERS) ring 101 - In EMERGENCIES ring 999
Police community support officer Ian Hawkins PCSO 7274 at Ely Police Station .....Contact through 101 

1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce......................................................811055
Bottisham Bowling Club: Keith Gibson, Secretary ..........................................................................811049
Bottisham Boys Football Club: Jim Tideswell .................................................................................812591
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson ..................................................................................812121
Bottisham Community Primary School: Headteacher Paul Belzar.................................................811235
Bottisham Cricket Club: Graham Barker/Charles Fletcher.................................................812087/811039
Bottisham Football: John Turner/Tim Sale ......................................................07841592203/07743862836
Bottisham Pharmacy: ........................................................................................................................812321
Bottisham Pool Association: Manager - Jason Rye...........................................................................811121
Bottisham Royal British Legion Club: Secretary - Suzy Woolley ..................................................812063
Branch Chairman: John Overton .......................................................................................................811792
www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham

Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones .....................................................................813040
Bottisham Sports Association: Graham Barker ................................................................................812087
Bottisham Village College, School:...................................................................................................811250
Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information ........................................................................811372

Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White jenn65@tiscali.co.uk..........................................................811600 
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Mathew Shuter...........................................................01638 508729
East Cambridgeshire District Offices: ..................................................................................01353 665555
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors: Kevin Ellis ..............................................................................813034

Robert Stevens.........................................................................811643
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs East County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk ........01223 813917
Parish Council Chairman: Christine Bryant ....................................................................................811767
Parish Council Clerk: Claire Fullwood .................................................................................07914 219732
Queen’s Court Day Centre: ..............................................................................................................811905
MP for Cambs South East Constituency: 
James Paice (House of Commons. London SW1)..............................................Direct Line: 020 7219 5063

E-mail: paicejet@parliament.uk www.jimpaice.com Fax: 020 7219 3804
Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk: ...................................................................0845 3030666
Saplings Playgroup Playhut:.............................................................................................................813226
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept - Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm.................860674

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm

CRESSET Editor: ................................................................................................email: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
Treasurer, Advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High Street, Bottisham...........................811402
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole ................................................................................................................................812573
Design/Artwork: ONG • codge.com • codge@codge.com.................................................................01449 675548

The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes or misprints.
The views of, or any opinions expressed, are not those of the EDITOR. The Editor cannot accept any responsibility 
for statements made in advertisements.

Useful Information

promotionaldesign brandidentity advertising marketing directmail packaging
exhibitions outdooradvertising ecomms logodesign illustration photography

retouching businesscollateral copywriting brochures magazines bookcovers
programmes prospectuses booklets posters pamphlets catalogues MACtraining

No messin’ around –
great design for an honest price.




